




Lee Ann Caldwell
Augusta University

C L A I R M O N T  P R E S S
Atlanta, Georgia



AUTHOR
Lee Ann Caldwell is a native 
Georgian. She obtained her 
M.A. and Ph.D. degrees in his-
tory at the University of Georgia. 
She has taught history at Paine 
College, Augusta University, 
and Georgia College & State 
University, where she was chair 
of the Department of History, 
Geography, and Philosophy. 

In 2008, she became the Director of the Center for the 
Study of Georgia History at Augusta University. She has 
taught US and Georgia history for over twenty-five years. 

Dr. Caldwell has presented papers at many professional 
conferences, and her research has appeared in scholarly 
journals, in books, and in encyclopedias. She has served 
on the executive boards of the Georgia Association of 
Historians and the Southern Association for Women 
Historians. She is a past president of the Georgia As-
sociation of Historians and co-editor of its journal. She 
has also worked with public school teachers in Teaching 
American History Grant programs and other workshops.  

Dr. Caldwell is actively involved in the community. 
She has served on boards of arts organizations, civic 
groups, and historical and preservation societies. She 
is a 1980 graduate of the Leadership Augusta Program, 
the recipient of its Outstanding Leadership Award, 
and continues to teach its History Day each year. She 
is also a graduate of Leadership Georgia. Her work 
was recognized in 2008 with the Georgia Governor’s 
Award in the Humanities and in 2011 by the Georgia 
Association of Historians with the Piper Award for 
Distinguished Service.

Contributing Author
Dr. Gwen Y. Wood is a native of 
Savannah. She is a retired faculty 
member of the political science 
department of Augusta University, 
where she initiated and directed the 
Master of Public Administration 
degree program. She continues to 
teach on a part-time basis. Dr. Wood 

earned three degrees from the University of Georgia, 
including baccalaureate and master’s degrees in journal-
ism and a doctorate in public administration. She was 
an administrator with the University of Georgia School 
of Law for seventeen years.  

Dr. Wood is author of the book A Unique and For-
tuitous Combination, as well as articles on land use 
regulation. She was the Law and Government section 
editor for The New Georgia Encyclopedia when it was 
first compiled in 2000. Dr. Wood served as president of 
the Georgia Political Science Association in 2002-2003. 

She was program vice chair for the state board of the 
League of Women Voters of Georgia, and she continues 
her lifelong work with the Girl Scouts of the USA. She 
currently serves on the Greenspace Advisory Board of 
Columbia County.

Contributors
Eric Grigsby, author of the Teacher 
Wraparound Edition, is a Georgia 
certified Master Teacher and His-
tory Department Head at Roths-
child Middle School in Columbus. 
He serves as a Teacher Support 
Specialist with Muscogee County 
School District, where he has taught 

nine years, and serves as an Exemplary Unit Design 
Instructor, teaching classes on unit design for use in 
curriculum mapping. He is a former RMS Teacher of 
the Year, and current Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society 
member. Eric received his B.S. in Middle Grades Educa-
tion and M.Ed. in Educational Leadership from Colum-
bus State University.

Frank Jones, author of the Student 
Workbook,  earned an M.A. in US 
History at the University of Colo-
rado at Denver and his M.Ed. from 
Georgia State University.  He cur-
rently teaches middle school social 
studies in Gwinnett County.  Prior 
to his teaching career, he served in 

the US Army, and retired as a Lieutenant Colonel after 
20 years of service around the world.  Frank serves in 
various faculty leadership positions and has been a 
presenter at the National Council for the Social Studies 
annual conference.  He is a member of the Georgia 
Council for the Social Studies and the National Council 
for the Social Studies.

iv    Georgia Studies for Georgia Students



Reviewers
Jason J. Adams is a social studies 
teacher at Hightower Trail Middle 
School and has been teaching in the 
Cobb County School District for 
four years. Jason holds one bache-
lor’s degree, in Psychology, from the 
University of North Carolina at 
Wilmington and another, in Social 

Studies Education, from Kennesaw State University. In 
2010, he began attending the John Marshall Atlanta Law 
School’s evening program. Born and raised in New 
Jersey, Jason has called Georgia his home for ten years. 
In 2008, Jason ran unsuccessfully for a seat in the Geor-
gia House of Representatives. In his spare time, Jason 
coaches youth lacrosse. 

Diane R. Collier earned her M.Ed. 
in Instructional Technology from 
Troy State University and her Ed.S 
in Technology from Lesley Univer-
sity. Diane is an 8th-grade Georgia 
Studies teacher in Augusta-Rich-
mond County. She has been a middle 
school teacher for over ten years and 

has taught numerous classes including social studies, 
language arts, and physical science. In 2005, Diane was 
named “Teacher of the Year” at the local middle school 
in Richmond County. She is a recipient of the Richmond 
County School System “Teaching American History” 
Grant and has participated in the program for six years. 
She is actively involved in the Georgia Association of 
Educators and was a 2010 delegate to the NEA Conven-
tion. Diane is passionate about integrating technology 
into the classroom and utilizing innovative educational 
techniques to maximize student achievement.

Stephanie Conley received her B.A. 
in Elementary Education from Slip-
pery Rock University of Pennsylva-
nia. She has been employed with the 
Clayton County Public School Sys-
tem for the last seven years, teaching 
6th- through 8th-grade science and 
social studies. She currently works 

at Riverdale Middle School, where she serves as the 
Social Studies Department chair and gifted lead teach-

er. Stephanie has worked on several curriculum revision 
committees within Clayton County Public Schools. She 
is also very active in her community, where she has 
coordinated several youth forums and clubs.

Ramona Morris is a native Georgian 
who lives in Harlem, Georgia. She 
graduated from Augusta University 
with a bachelor’s degree in Middle 
Grades Education and is currently 
working on her master’s degree in 
curriculum and instruction. Ra-
mona has taught 8th-grade Georgia 

Studies for three years.  

Ann Hince received a B.S. in Early 
Childhood and Upper Elementary 
Education from Radford University 
in Radford, Virginia, and a M.Ed. 
from Georgia State University in 
Atlanta. She has taught in DeKalb 
and Gwinnett counties. Ann has 
taught 6th-grade social studies and 

8th-grade Georgia Studies for fourteen years. She served 
as one of the four state coordinators for Geography 
Awareness Week and presented at the GCSS in Atlanta. 
She has conducted the National Geographic Bee at the 
school level for twelve years and assisted at the state 
level in numerous capacities. She has made presentations 
at the Georgia Geographic Alliance workshops. Ann also 
attended a three-week Summer Geography Institute at 
National Geographic’s headquarters in Washington, D.C. 

Keith Hood is an 8th-grade Georgia 
Studies teacher at Bonaire Middle 
School in Bonaire. He has taught in 
the Houston County School System 
for nineteen years. He serves as the 
school Geography Bee Coordinator. 
Keith received his B.A. from Mercer 
University. He is certified to teach 

grades 4-8 and has taught language arts, science, and 
social studies. He earned a master’s degree in Administra-
tion & Supervision from Georgia College & State Univer-
sity and has also completed his Specialist’s degree. 

Authors and Contributors    v



Missy Johnson is an 8th-grade 
Georgia Studies teacher at Pine 
Grove Middle School in Valdosta. 
She has been teaching for nine 
years and has also taught grades K, 
4, and 5. She got her bachelor’s 
degree in Marketing and Middle 
Grades from Valdosta State Univer-

sity. Missy has lived in Georgia her whole life and at-
tended school in Lanier County.  

Dr. Delphine Patterson earned her 
doctoral degree in Curriculum and 
Instruction from Argosy University 
in Atlanta. She is an 8th-grade Geor-
gia Studies and mathematics teach-
er in the DeKalb County School 
System. Dr. Patterson has been the 
Georgia Studies Department Chair 

for four years, which has given her experience in the de-
velopment of the Georgia Studies curriculum and the 
opportunity to provide professional development projects 
for teaching and learning Georgia Studies. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
This book on our state reflects the knowledge, ef-

forts, and talents of many. First, I am thrilled that my 
colleague, political scientist Dr. Gwen Wood, agreed 
to write the six chapters on Georgia’s government. Her 
expertise in political science and government was exactly 
what the book needed. I am very grateful to Dr. Douglas 
Oetter, Professor of Geography at Georgia College & 
State University, for his reading and input on Chapter 
1. My appreciation also goes to retired anthropologist 
Dr. Christopher Murphy, Augusta University, for his 
expertise on Native Americans.

I was fortunate in my graduate program at the Uni-
versity of Georgia to have studied with some of the out-
standing historians in the field of Georgia and southern 
history:  G. Melvin Herndon, Kenneth Coleman, Phinizy 
Spalding, F. N. Boney, and William Holmes. I thank 
them for sharing their knowledge and wisdom with me. 
In my career, I have also been influenced by wonderful 
colleagues and students whose research, presentations, 
articles, and books have added to my knowledge of and 
insight into Georgia’s past. I especially appreciate the un-
derstanding of African American history I have gained 
from Dr. Leslie J. Pollard, retired Callaway Professor of 
History at Paine College. 

A major source of ongoing inspiration was my late 
friend and mentor Dr. Edward J. Cashin, Jr., founder of 
the Center for the Study of Georgia History, and one of 
the most prolific scholars in Georgia history. His life’s 
work, reflected in over twenty-five books, added so 
much to what we know about our story. It is to him that 
this text is dedicated. 

No one undertakes a work of this magnitude without a 
supportive family, and I thank them. I am forever grateful 
to my husband Richard Swann who kept the home fires 
burning and provided unflagging encouragement.

Editors: Kathy Conway, Anna Welles
Design: Robin McDonald, John Clavijo
Picture Research: Reggie Lankford, Robin McDonald
Maps: Spatial Graphics, John Clavijo
Printing: LSC Communications, Willard, Ohio  

Printed June 2017; 1st Printing

Copyright © 2017 by Clairmont Press, Inc. All rights 
reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced or 
transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or 
mechanical, including photocopying and recording, or 
by any information storage or retrieval system, except as 
may be permitted by the 1976 Copyright Act or in writ-
ing from the publisher. Requests for permission should 
be addressed in writing to Clairmont Press, Inc., 1474 
Bellflower Court, Lilburn, GA 30047.

ISBN: 978-1-56733-281-0               Printed in the U.S.A.

vi    Georgia Studies for Georgia Students



elcome to the story of Georgia, past and present. This book 
is designed to help you achieve several goals: (1) to learn 
about the geography, government, economy, and history 
of our state; (2) to gain a new appreciation of your state’s 

assets—its land and resources, its people, and its accomplishments; (3) to 
recognize the state’s uniqueness while also 
seeing how it fits into the larger context of the 
region, nation, and increasingly the world; (4) 
to understand the problems and challenges 
the state faces and have the desire to become 
part of the solution; (5) to realize that deci-
sions you make affect not only you but others, 
sometimes many others; and (6) to know that 
our state has been an important participant 
in the story of our country.

We begin our study with the land since 
environment is a key factor in how we live and 
how we make our living. Next, the chapters 
on government will help you understand that 
in the not-too-distant future you will hold a 
most important political role, one of great 
responsibility in the state and nation—citizen. 
Citizens must know how their government 
works since the informed participation of citi-
zens is crucial to a well-functioning society.

Finally, we go on a journey through Georgia’s history. Did you ever won-
der what happened in the very place where you now live if you could go 
backwards in time fifty years, or one hundred, or a thousand? History is that 
study of place through time. The legacy of past events and people is all around 
us—in the landscape, the buildings and monuments, the place names, the 
writings, the laws, the culture and customs. Understanding our past, both 
the good and the bad, helps us know why things are the way they are today.

Through this study, you are not only learning information, you are learning 
how to think. You will be able to see how causes lead to effects; you will learn 
to uncover patterns over time; you will learn that big changes sometimes 
start small. You will also come to understand that what we do in the present 
is part of the continuity of the story. As we make history, we should strive 
to create a heritage that helps Georgia reach its full promise as a wonderful 
place to live both in the present and in times yet to come. So, welcome to 
Georgia Studies for Georgia Students.
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Above: A visit to one of Georgia’s 
living history museums is a good 
way to study our state’s past. This 
merchant’s home is part of Westville, 
a recreation of a Georgia town of the 
1850s, in Lumpkin. Page i: Georgia’s 
Okefenokee Swamp is the largest 
in the United States. Page ii-iii: The 
Taliaferro (pronounced “Tolliver”) 
County Courthouse in Crawfordville 
was built in 1902. Taliaferro County 
has the smallest population of any 
Georgia county.
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